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WESTERN POWER — ACCESS AND QUEUING POLICY 

176. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

(1) Does the minister agree with Western Power’s proposed modifications to its access and queuing policy, 
or AQP, under the Electricity Networks Access Code 2004? 

(2) On what basis does Western Power claim that a revised AQP will lead to more efficient development of 
generation plant? 

(3) Does Western Power intend to classify smaller-connection customers under clause 7.4 of the proposed 
AQP? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Yes, because Western Power’s proposed modifications seek to reduce the time and cost to new 
customers and new generators seeking connection to the network. They are the result of 18 months of 
industry consultation, and address criticisms of the current first come, first served model that have been 
regularly made by both customers and the Economic Regulation Authority in its annual reports on the 
effectiveness of the wholesale electricity market. 

(2) The current first come, first served model requires generators being offered a connection in the order in 
which application is made. This can create suboptimal outcomes for the market, including the initial 
applicant who triggers a need for extensive network upgrades bearing the financial burden of this 
investment and applicants’ projects further down in the queue being held up for lengthy periods. 

A primary advantage of the modifications to the AQP is that competing applicants behind the same 
network capacity constraint will be made the same concurrent connection offer. This will allow 
applicants who are ready to proceed the right to connect and for the cost of the network augmentation to 
be equitably borne by those who connect and benefit. The modifications also facilitate prompt 
connection of projects to parts of the network that have no competing applications. 

(3) Western Power is considering the appropriate treatment of small connections. The operation of 
clause 7.4 is an option that is being examined. 

 


